
St. Odilia Social Justice Ministry Area Council 

Minutes 10-20-2020 

Name Attending? 
Y/N 

Name Attending? 
Y/N 

Beth Aune Y Phil Aune Y 

Sheba Fernandez  John Hunt – PLC Rep  

Ann Marie Johnson Y Marlene Lauers Stillman  

Blaine Mably - Chair Y Bonnie Miller  

Marlene Rink  Bernie Wiwel - Recorder Y 

PLC Rep – Vicky Cherne, Rick 
Storms or Amparo Garcia 

Amparo   

 

 
Start of Meeting 

Weather not good this evening, meeting was held remotely.  Many could not make the discussion on the 

MAC structure so Blaine summarized. 

Minutes from last meeting were approved. 

Blaine announced that Marlene Stillman resigned due to family issues. 

Feedback from PLC 

Fall festival successful (more than expected), working towards transitioning back to church. 

Review of Green Envelope 

Reviewed green envelope to show where the money is going.   

Racial Equity and Healing Group Study: There is a plan to get grant money to fund the group study series 

by Just Faith on Racial Equity and Healing.  Therefore it was agreed that the $300 allotted to this would 

be removed from the green envelope collection. 

Electronic Giving: It was discussed that it would be good to try and get a social justice donation basket 

put on the electronic giving program. 

Discussion on International Festival:  

 Blaine summarized. Was pointed out that the expectation is this is not meant to be organized 

solely by SJC. 

 Amparo expressed concern over disconnect with Latino community on interests in International 

Festival and wants to find a way to bridge the gap. It was expressed that the Latino community 

is looking for something more informative and wants to regroup on discussing this.  It was also 

mentioned that Fr Tim is potentially looking to take on some of this effort. 



 Phil is wondering if we should reach out to Fr Tim as a further step on this. 

 Blaine wants to keep this on the green envelope. 

Green Envelope at Spanish Mass 

Amparo also wondering if the green envelope should be put into Spanish for the Latino community. (She 

sees the call for second collections at the Spanish mass as an effective approach). 

Review of Goals Draft 

Open Wide our Hearts:  This goal was completed. 

International Festival:  This goal was modified to indicate the SJC would take the role of supporting and 

collaborating on this effort but that will need to involve more than just the SJC in its planning.  Blaine 

adjusted actual wording. 

Connection with Spanish Speaking Community:  Some concern was expressed about keeping a good 

connection with the Spanish speaking community without Richard and Marlene (both of whom were 

connected and communicating well in both Spanish and English communities) are no longer on the SJC.  

Amparo expressed willingness to help fill the gap in that connection.  Her husband is also on the Latino 

committee and could be resourceful in that direction. 

Not Ready to Finalize:  A discussion pursued about complexity of goals in SJC vs other committees.  The 

thinking was on how to identify and address the need for long term goals vs specific short term goals.  

The conclusion was the group needed more review and input before finalizing the goals. 

Review of Upcoming Events 

Mike Rios Virtual Event 

Date set for Nov 18.  Blaine explained that this is something the Mike would plan, our role is one of 

promoting it.  Some concern was expressed on getting a decent size audience based on attendance of 

previous events.  Amparo thought maybe Fr Tim might be able to help with this and Blaine noted he 

may be able to talk with Fr. Tim on this some more.  It was also mentioned that there could be other 

parishes invited to this event to gain a bigger group for interaction. 

Racial Equity and Healing Group Study 

 The two versions of this group study provided by Just Faith were discussed, one focused on 

Racial Equity and the other on Racial Healing.  It was explained how the two offerings are 

tailored to different audiences with different backgrounds. 

 The Racial Healing was discussed as a possible good fit for the St. Odilia community as it delves 

more into the history and structure of racism and an understanding of our responsibility to work 



for justice on this front.  After discussion a consensus was reached that the  Faith and Racial 

Healing offering was a good choice for our group. 

 The date for this is planned for 2/17 to 3/29. 

 Jeanne is getting grant money for this. 

 Again, concern on getting participation.  For comparison Guardian Angles put this event on and 

got 50 people. 

Advent Call for Anti Racism:  Already planned to go into the bulletin. 

Evangelization/Education 

Define process for getting ideas out to parish. 

Messenger article ideas.  Due by Nov. 11.  The Racial Healing group study by Just Faith might be a good 

one for this. 

Items for Next Meeting 

 Website 

 LGBTQ 

Our room is 2308. 

Closing Prayer 

Blaine held closing prayer and adjourned meeting. 


